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A Radlo Play.

Ly  Meneno Moenty

(Fade in sound of cups and saucers being put on
a tray. Woman's voice "You didn't finish your
breakfast. were the rashers not done to your
liking?" )

Dermot wade: (A young man) Yes, very nlce.

Mrs. Hally: (Glderly woman) It's a pity you didn't finish

; them 80. gGood food like that goin@ to waste.
(nore sounds of table being cleared; Is& that
all now?

wade : That's all, Mrs. Hally.

Mrse Hally: and you have all you want?

wade ¢ Everything.

Mrse Hally: 7ell I'll go on so and leave you to settle to
your worke Isn't that what you'd like?

wade @ Yes - I've a good deal of writing to get done.
Mrse. Hally: I left the books there on the table ready for you .
wade : 50 1 see.

Mrse. Hally: And the blotting paper ready to your hand - and 1
left a jar of ink up there on the shelf -

wade : You left all I could want -

rs. Hally: 1 did so: |'m used to the way of men with books «
Young men like yourself. That's the word 1
sald to your mother when she came looking at the
rooms. "'y used to the waye of literature men.
1 well acquainted with thelr habits. why wouldn't
I be? * Twenty years now I'm taking a lodger and
the place ever a favourite for it's qulet -

Yes, I suppose 80 =




Mrs. Hally: we never had troutle to get a lodger --=- being
rese ctable @ ople that keep to themselves -
No trouble at all.

wade: I'm sure you hadn't.

Mrs. Hally: O©Oh I'm pleazsed to have you (as conferring a favair)
I had ever a great wish for young men -- Saving an
odd one they have a nice way about them - well,
I1'11 go on, for I see you'd like that --

wade: Yes - I'm pretty busy.

Mrs. Hally: A great wishe. But never a son did God send me.
Not a onee. Girls only, by my first husband,
and by my second. - Well, I'll go on =

on
I1'd better begin/mywork you see =

Indeed you'd better: men are a fright for losing
time. The sooner you'd start the sooner you'd
have it under way =

And I don't want to be interrupted -

And wat would irterrupt you?! (indignant) iay
I ask you that? This was never a house for
interruption. Tell me now, did you sleep last
night?

wade : Yes, very well.

Mrse Hally: Ah that's the thing to help your worke. There is
not hing like theblessed sleep- You take it far
granted, being young, without so much as "Thank
God" for the night. Is there a draught in on
you from the window?

wade : No draught at all.
Mrs. Hally: The fire is poked up nice and cesy -
wade : Yes, very nilce.

lirse Hally: Ah these October mornings do be very chilly.
And well I know 1f a gentleman has wark to do
mu et have comfort. If it was you were goling
to wrk the fire needn't be lighted until the
eveninge But sure you say you like to start
writing after breakfaste.
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That's my best time.

well it's a pity on account of the coal, but tlere's
no help for that nows Is it for a book you're
writing?

Yes, a book.

Ah = I was thinking. well, I never before had a
man wrote a book - Students only, and men who'd
be writing for the paper. There was one man
stopped here - he didn't stop very long = but
while he was here ==-=-

Another time you must tell me about him.

Oh = it ishlways 'another time'. There's no time
like the present for them would gain wisdome.

That's why I must get on with my work.

Get on with 1t so, - but maybe the longest way
round would be the shortest way home. And them
stops to listen might learn a lot.

I can't stop nows

The blotter 1s there on the table beslde you =-
But likely you won't use the blotter for I see

you have one of them cuick=drying fountains -

I'm using 2 ppncil at present ==--

That's better for you -- not to be wasting the ink =~
and may be putting a daub on the carpet = I dusted
the table seelng you said the dust was thick on it
yesterday

It's all right nowe

Thick you said, and that you had to go up and wash
your hands. That was never sald to me before, not
by anyone who ever stayed in this house. Oh, I
won't bear it against you, I wouldn't bear grudge.

Mrs. Hally =

It's a2 thing never happened to me before - to let
the lodger's table get that dusty.




wade: It migat happen to anyonme. Now please go on =
Mrse. Hally: wait a minute. There i1s one thing I'd 1llke to say.
wade: What 1s 1t ?

Mrs. Hally: That young man that stopped here - he(i sed to be
writing for the papers. He was forever ak lng
me questions. I told him all. 1 let him have
it - "something thrilling" was what he wanted

(contempt)
wade: What do you mean ?

Mrs. Hally: He wanted it for the paper. "Oh, Krs. Hally,
you've lived through excliting times in this
little viliage. Let me write an aceount of
that" - a raild, you know, on the house = when
the Bl ¢k and Tans were here in Ireland - And
next day he'd want all about the secret tunnel
we had out at the back, for the men, to escape
from the Free State sold iers--- 1 told him

whatever 1 could remember. And let anyonefead

that for a penny. But -=- (Eager now - very

serious) - what you're writing will be in a booke
; )

s If
‘.-ry -

Wwade: Your life stary - Ch, not now, Mrs. Hally ==
J

I had ever a great respect for books
you'd wish nowf'll tell you my life s

Mre. Hally: I thought you might put it in a book.
wade: I don't think s0.

Mrse Hally: I could tell 1it. It wuldn't tal® but five
iinutes. (Longing)

wade: Five minutes = your life story in five minutes !

Mrs. Hally: Not very much longer. It is clear before me.
I think of it often when I lock out of the windows.
(Restrained) would I sit down there now and
tell 1t to you ?

No = No = Yocu see I haven't the time - it lisn't
worth your while to sit down.

It is well worth while - for five minutes - if
you were on your feet all day =
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well, I can't glve more than five minutes.

Let you stop me so when the time is up - if I'm
not finished. (she sits down) will you come
and sit down by the fire while I tell it to you

jo = I'1l stay here.

Very well so - with the pen in your hard, -« oOr
it's a pencil you tell me.

A whole life story 1s apt tOo be wearisome.

Now one minute - listen to me. Leave your mind
free to follow my words « « o It was out there
at the comer it all happened --=- you can't see
the comer from this window. Carey's barn 1s

in the way. But just out there. . « He was a

very ordinary fakk looking fellow. He wasn't
nuch above middle hd ght. But I was only

turned seventeen at that time, and I thought he

was the sun and the moon. ¥ell, the day I'm
telling of - it was about mid-day or past 1t of
an Cctober day. Tim, - that was hils name -

and I were at the corner. Often we'd meet out
there at the corner: he'd be on his way to dinner,

and 1 had it a custom to slip out for a message
at the right time. = There was a stir in the
street about us, more of a stir than you'd get now.

(Faintly heard sounds ofvillage street) wWe were

having a laugh over something = maybe the man he

worked for, or ourcselves. Then of a sudden Tim
fell silent: At was a way he hade Often he'd

go off in a brown-study. Hpip" I'd say, "what
is on you?" ' Then he'd wake up. But this day
when I said 1t he turned to me "we don't know at
all, iary, what 1t is is going on in the wrld."

1 turned from hime. I didn't like he'd see the
fright he gave me. I looked away, up the street.
Two fellows were coming down towards us: They
were like travellers - they weren't of the town
at all: I didn't 1like the look of them-. I turned
to Tim, I answered him moud: "what do we care
about the world?" And 1in a minute we were
lavghing Jjust the same. (Sounds of street again:
cart jolting over stones, bicycle bell, ete)

But on that minute the door of the infant school
was opened, = the childer came pourlng out

(Sound of children running) The two fellows were
close to us now: they stood up on the mth,
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by themay to let the childer passe. =

There's a grand girl. Did you see her, willle?

Did you see how she laughed, and looked at him.
(spaking rather loudly: to be overheard by the
couple)

1'd 1ike she looked at me that wayes

(Young girl) Tim, do you hear them?

(Young man) Don't mind them at alle

What harm i1f he was worth her while. (Louder than
be fore)

A girl like that thrown away on such a fellowe

Comee on, Tim, let us be moving-

we wiil not. et them move One
where we are.

Ah, come on, do. Come down with me
thelan'sge.

I won't move from this, I tell you that.
vell, you needn't take the head off me.

If you're not able to stand a few remarkse.
Yes I am, it is for you I mlinded.

I can mind myself. You needn't do it.

Tim, what 18 on you at all to-=day? You were
never one to get like this.

can't you stop shouting. e's close behind you.

1 don't care where he
Trying by the way to light his clgarette -

Damn that match. Excuse me, mister, could you
give us a lighte.
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I haven't one with me. (short)
Ah, he hasn't one, willle-. (iocking)
The lady might have a matchs
11s8, = could you obllge ue?

NO, = I'm sorry. (Quick, nervous)

Ah, - she's sorry !
we might have known she is quite matchless. (¥Eugh)

Take care now; we're disturbing their little
tete-a-tete.

(Street sounds heard faintly
all the time)

Tim, I'm goling.
Do not.

But it's beginning to raine.

It's nt hing = only a few dropse

There's going to be the hell of a shower. Stand
in here, willile, until it's over.

iMiss, = would you like to stand in the doorway =
ocut of the rain ?

If she likes she'll do it without your invitation.

There now, didn't I tell you: you shouldn't ever
disturb a palr of lov-yerse.
Hear them now I think we're foollshe

Turn up the collar of your coate

I think we're like a couple of fools standing here
in the raine.

You've stocod in the rain with me before now, and

not minded 1it, Mary.

I wouldn't mind now only for them. I hate to look
foolish. I hate to have people kaughing at me.




}ell, draw in here 8o, under this ga
(Relieved) Ah, that's better.
The rain is nothinge

It wasn't the rain I minded, Tim, but those two =
fellows staring at me, and jJeering at the two of us.

I wouldn't give them to say that 1 minded.
They were nasty: the way they looked at me.
You needn't mind when I'd be with youe.

And besides, I was thinking - I didn't put on my
good shoes coming out - and these are down at
the heel.

Aren't you a little fool: (Affectionate) What
does your heel matter, - what way 1t 1s% Just
because there are two fellows down from Dubliln

you must go thinking of how you look.

Notody likes to be seen looking shabby- (Prim)

-

You couldn't look shabby, = no matter what you'd
have On you. ary, youfre all the world to me.
(sudden tenderness)

Mary ¢ iind, keeDd backe

Tim: There's no one looking. (Passionate now) You're
ny whole world. Do you hear me, Mary? =

Mary: Oh, Tim, keep backe (half frightened, half
joyous) 1 never knew you like this before.

Tim: There, I'm not touching you now, but I tell you I
love you-. 1'd give my Life for youe Do you e
do you =
You'll make me cry.

Why would you cry?

1'n that happy. I love youe.
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(Sounds in the street: people's footsteps;

a woman's volce "It passed off: I thought it

was going Lo pour)
This is the best day I ever lived. (People's

foo wt@pS) and isn't this a queer thing surely =
you and I that were often alone together,~ and it
is here in the gateway with people passing we'd
tell one anothers.

(Low) 1 was often wishing you'd tell me =«
The first day I saw you I knew it was you 1 wantede
I could never want anyone else bul youe.

(Voices of mpeople passing = A 1ri'% voice ~
"Hurry on, we'll be late." =~ “A clock chimes)

1 must get baek: my mother'll bte wondering.

1'11 go with you as far as whelan's. (They
come out into the street)

50 the rain didn't come on at all. (They walk
along)

- what are we sheltering for? Come on,
sun has come outs

As soon as I can get a rise, we'd have enough
then to make a beginning-

How soon would that bet

It might be in less than six months.
And could we ~-=- then -=- ¥

Get married. Why not?

Pim, (A happy laugh) you're

what's to prevent us 7

ly father, - he'd never agree: he wouldn't let me
get married 80 soon.

we'll tell them anyway we me an to get married.
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I can't beliveve it.

Now, I'd better not go any farther. (They stop)

9

(Close on top of them) Mind now, Jinmy, don't

knock the lady.
They nearly tripped me.
They stopped very sudden.

When people stop on a sudden they can't complain
if you knock against theme

pay, tell us the way to the Post Cfflice.

They can't hear you ! (A laugh)

in one another.

They're wrapt

Answer nhilm, Time.

Could anyone answer a plain question.

If you want the Fost Cffice it's there, on your left.

1'm interrupting yocur conversation =

What else do you want?

(Low) Tim, don't get angry.

¥e'll ask someone else; we wouldn't disturb youe.

If you want nothing clear off out of thise

Clear out of this ! Is it private property?
this path reserved for lovers' meetings ?

care, ®n't mind them.

Ah we must mseke allowance -=- 1it's
turned him downe.

Clear out of this ! the impudent fel lowe

Don't blame the fellow! He wanted a kiss.

Tim ! Oh ! (Frightened: woman's voice "Ch,Lord
savg us!" boy's volce calling "A fight! hurry

. 'l wmda My 3
you'll miss 1t!" Sound of running - hurried steps,
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erovd gathering)
lst Man: Look out ! that'sénough ! Has he hurt you, willle?
nary: Oh, why did you?
Woman: He has the man killed.
Man: He's not killed - it is only a fall.
Boy: The Guard 18 cominge
A Nan: It was that he
Mary : come away, Time.
lst Man: Is it your arm, willile? Let me help you-upe
Guard: What's all thls now?

lst Man: That fellow there assaulted my friend. He knocked
him downe. He hag nis arm broken.

Tim: You go away, Mary-. Keep out of thise. Hurry on
home. (Low, urgent)

Mary : Oh, Tim, what have you done? I don't like to leav$
y")“ul e

Tim: Go on, now - don't get mixed up with it =
Guard : Give me your name.

Tim: Tim lulrooney .

Guapd: what are you all doing here? Clear off now.

(sound of crowd di spersing. woman's voice "It is
o me words they had == likely about the girl."
Man - "Wno was the fellow tiet got hurt?® Boy's
voice - "It's over. Ah you missed 1t". jary's
hurried ste] She knocks at hall door - it 1s

opaned
Mary?e Mother: You're very late. (They are in the hall)
Mary: 1'1l be down in a minute. (Low,simky)

Mother: Your dinner 1is on the table.




Mary: I1'l1l run up with my things.
Mother: Do not. Come in and dit down and take your dinner.

(They go into the room. Child's voice "1 want
more bread.")

Father: what made you go out and the dinner just ready?
Mother: She goes every day.
Brother: Mary, what's up 7 (Alarmed)
Mother: She's as white as a smeet !
pary: I .- don't want my dinner
is erying «.« wint's
Mother What 1s on you ? D1id you

Father: Le

t her alonee. Let her takeher
1 Y 3 - 2 / )
1Lk to her after. It 1gho good

ta
fond of being on the stresct.

Hally's voice: S50 tha
The end - but

Hally: That fellow was

The fellow was related to somecone important.

But then - I mean afterwards -- didn't you and
Tim come together?

<o

How could 1 go near him and b fter serving a
sentence in prison?

But surely --
Mrs. Hally: What would people say *% man out of prisone.
Wade: But if you were fond of him == you aust have felt --

Mrs. Hally: NO matter what I felt. A nice thing it would be.
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And you m an to tell me you never saw him ?
I did once. It was on a Sunday: he was about a
week out of prison. iy mother and I were coming
out of the chapel, after late iiass. In the crowd
I knew someone pushed up beside me = 3
Mary, (low, eager) iary, - how are you?
1'm well, thank you. (Prim, frightened)
I want a word wi th you. =
with my mother.
mu st see you. where'll we nmeet 7
I «¢ don't knows
what do you mean ¥

jary, come on, - wmt's delayling you %

And that was the last 1 saw of Tim evere. He came
to the house, but it was my father opened the door.

(Expostulating) I know she's here. I want to see

's here, but shefon't see yous
she say that ?
can't see her.
Mary say she woulln't see

gay 1te. You and she have done with seelng one
another.

I tell you I won't give her up: armd she won't either.
She has glven you upe 3he has put it all out of

her head- I had no thought of what was between

you - I wouldn't have it --- even if nothing had
happened . Better forget 1it, you.

I will not !¢

That's all I have to say 0 you now
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